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Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 14th November 2018 at 3.30 p.m.
____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Luie McEntire, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler, 




Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey, Gerard Farrell,





Joe Flaherty,  Gerard Hagan Martin Mulleady, Colm Murray, 



Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross, Mae Sexton 



and Gerry Warnock. 
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive.





Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance.





Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee
PRESENTATION BY JAMES CAWLEY, POLICY OFFICER, INDEPENDENT LIVING MOVEMENT IRELAND, 
James gave a very comprehensive presentation regarding the work of Independent Living Movement Ireland which was originally established as the Center for Independent Living in 1992 by and for disabled people.  ILMIs Strategic Plan was circulated to the members. 

James stated that the aims of the ILMI are –

· working collectively to create an Independent Living Movement in Ireland which is led by disabled people. 

· Promote a rights-based social model of disability, challenging the unacceptable charity /medical model of disability. 

· Working towards the removal of societal barriers that prevent active equal participation of disabled people, challenging the denial of people’s rights and the promotion of the philosophy of Independent Living.
James replied to queries raised and the members complimented James for his work and wished him every success with the campaign.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor Luie McEntire, assured James of the support of the members. 
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.
Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded that Standing Orders be suspended to allow for a discussion on the financial situation at St. Christopher Services. 

Councillor Nolan referred to the St. Christophers AGM which was held on the 13th November where concerns were raised regarding a €1m deficit along with an annual underfunding of €1.2m
Councillor Nolan received the support of the members that the members of the Council will  take part in a concert in Backstage Theatre in February 2019 to raise funds for 

St. Christophers.

Councillor J. Flaherty proposed and Councillor M. Mulleady seconded that a letter be forwarded to Minister Harris regarding the funding deficit at St. Christophers.

Councillor M. Carrigy stated that he had received an assurance from Minister Simon Harris regarding the future of St. Christophers. 
VOTES OF SYMPATHY.

On the proposal of Cathaoirleach, Councilllor Luie McEntire, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Farrell family, Newtowncashel on the death of former Councillor Paddy Farrell.  Many tributes were paid to Paddy.

Votes of sympathy were also extended to the following  -

Councillor Gerry Warnock on the death of his Uncle, Oliver.

Tess and Maurice Murphy on the death of James.

Hanlon family on the death of Noel. 

Reynolds family on the death of John. 

O’Dowd family on the death of Rose.

A silent prayer was said for the deceased.  

INAUGURAL ALBERT REYNOLDS MEMORIAL LECTURE.
The Chief Executive briefed the members on The Inaugural Albert Reynolds Memorial Lecture which will be held on the 10th December in Backstage Theatre.
JANUARY 2019 MEETING OF LONGFORD COUNTY COUNCIL.

It was agreed that the January 2019 meeting of Longford County Council be held on Wednesday, 16th January 2019.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor P. Brady, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 10th October 2018, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

None.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS

The Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, were noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.

CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on the 18th September 2018, as circulated, were noted.

HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE, ENVIRONMENT & EMERGENCY SERVICES.
Appointment of one member to Infrastructure & Environment Strategic Policy Committee.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady  seconded by Councillor  P. O’Toole, it was unanimously agreed that Maria Keelty be appointed to the Infrastructure & Environment Strategic Policy Committee to represent the views of people with disabilities.

Housing Maintenance.

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor P. Ross seconded that a letter be forwarded to the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government requesting that adequate funding be provided for housing maintenance and for a quicker turnaround of voids.

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, HUMAN RESOURCES & CORPORATE SERVICES,CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES.
Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications received since the October  meeting of the Council was noted.
Presentation by IDA.
The following representatives from IDA Ireland attended the meeting  -

· Denis Curran, Divisional Manager, Corporate Governance & Legal, EIT and Regional Business Development.

· Anne-Marie Tierney Le-Roux, Department Manager, Regional Development.

· Ken Whitelaw, Regional Business Development Manager, Midlands.

The representatives from IDA Ireland gave a comprehensive presentation on the following and replied to queries raised by the members  –

· Objectives & Key Areas of Focus.
· IDA Ireland Targets 2015- 2019.

· 2017 – Third Year of growth in employment.

· MNCs make significant contribution to Irish Economy.

· Employment in IDA Client Companies.

· Midlands – Track Record & Existing Client Base.

· Significant IDA Jobs Announcement in Longford – 2017 and 2018.
· IDA supported companies in Longford.

· Longford EI and LEO Companies.

· What do investors look for?

· Global competition.

The members emphasised to the IDA representatives the need to secure a land bank in County Longford to attract new investors to the County. 

B. Heslin thanked the representatives from the IDA for their presentation and assured the members regarding the ongoing communication and collaboration between the IDA and the Council’s executive. 
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy.
Donall MacAnBheatha, Senior Planner, gave a comprehensive presentation  on the draft Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES).

The Draft Plan is currently on public display as part of the consultation process.  Submissions or observations on the draft strategy or associated environmental reports must be made before 5pm on the 23rd January 2019 to www.emra.ie/rses;rses@emra.ie
B. Heslin informed the Members that EMRA have scheduled a briefing session 

on the 4th December in Tullamore.    

On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor P. Nolan it was agreed that a Special Meeting of the Council be held on Wednesday, 9th January 2019 at 4.00 p.m. regarding the Draft RSES particularly the impact the draft RSES could have on the sustainable social and economic development of County Longford.

It was further agreed that Jim Conway and Malachy Bradley from the Eastern & Midland Regional Assembly  be requested to make a presentation at the Special Council Meeting on the  9th  January 2019.  

Notices of Motions.

Cross Agency Group .

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Flaherty and seconded by Councillor  P O’Toole -
“That Longford County Council re-activates the cross agency group formed in the wake of the Cameron closure and allow it to evolve as a high level transition forum that will focus on future plans for Bord na Mona facilities and assets in the region.
It is vital that Co Longford now positions itself to ensure that the county and more importantly, the 195 Bord na Mona workers based here, are positioned to benefit from the next phase. Similar moves are afoot in other counties and I am proposing that transitional forums for counties Longford, Offaly, Westmeath, Kildare and Roscommon would then come together and leverage the best possible supports for the affected workers.”

B. Heslin stated that Longford County Council's initiative to set up a cross agency group, following the closure of the Cameron plant, is recognised as a template of best practice in addressing the challenges presented by the loss of a significant number of jobs in an area.  This Inter Agency Enterprise Group continues to meet on a regular basis.  The last meeting was held on 25 September and it is planned to hold the next meeting in December.  The recent announcement by Bord na Mona will be included on the agenda for this meeting.
LEADER Funding.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor M. Cahill   -
“That Longford County Council consider how it might support communities in their application for LEADER funding.”

B. Heslin stated that Longford County Council is very keen to ensure that communities maximise the opportunity afforded to them to avail of LEADER funding for projects in their area.  The Municipal Districts have already considered how they might support communities through the provision of funding towards special projects from their 2019 GMA allocation.  In evaluating projects, the MDs might consider how they can maximise the funding potential by linking a portion of these funds with possible LEADER projects.  Provision has been made in the 2018 to 2020 capital budget for financial support towards LEADER projects from Development Contributions.  The Elected Members might consider it appropriate to set aside additional funding as part of their 2019 budget deliberations to act as matched funding for a number of community flagship projects in the county.

FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that three Public Liability Claims were received during October 2018.
Local Authority Elected Members Role & Remuneration  Review -  Correspondence from Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government.

Local Authority Elected Members Role & Remuneration  Review -  Correspondence from Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, as circulated, was noted.
GENERAL.

Notices of Motions.

The following Notices of Motions were deferred to the December meeting of the Council -
Councillor John Browne
“I call on Longford County Council to write to the HSE and Mr. Simon Harris, T.D., Minister for Health, stating that there is a serious need to scrap the current system being used to process Medical Card Applications and issue Cards, as it is completely antiquated and not fit for purpose.”
Councillor Paul Ross.
 “That this Council seeks the immediate replacement by the HSE of the 2 child psychologist

posts which are currently vacant in the Longford/Westmeath area.”
TRAINING.
Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the

12th December 2018.

Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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